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The Irish President Mary McAleese jokes in fronEXfP members in the Irish parliament...
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Mary McAleese addredes b sesslon of the Europaan Yoarth Parfiamant in the Dail, Earfies, che was welcomed to Lainster Housa by

Ceann Comharle John O'Donoghue [Bakew left) and by Andrew Byrne {right) , cne of the leading organisers of tha parliamoent.

Tide of history is moving in

our favour, says McAleese

Michael Brennan
Political Cormspondi

FRESILENT Mary Mcedleage
told & group of Young Euro-
paads that the ftuos of the cone
tinent had never besn %o
prisparcug, 2o peaceful or 5o
froe".

Speaking In the Dall yecter-
diy, sl gald that whereas onoe
youny people had served in
wrmmy uniforma or hoarded eml-
grant ships, mow they were Jiv-
ing the EU fonnders’ drésen.

"W Taok forwaed Lo 2 great
coflinent a3 one and we are
very fortunate the tide of hisio-
ry has mived in our faoar”

In hver address 0 more than
200 memnbers of the Kasopean
Yoith Parliament (EYF), she
also yoked about the conbrast
between them and e normal
prcupants of the Daik,

“The Ceann Combairie said
this is the fimst time thers hava
Bt s Ere hindrs in this cham-
bar, Wall, mine are wekl oow-
ered,” she said, to laughter.
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Yesterday was the st thoe
the Dail was opened up for EYE
dobates, The 10 Trish teenagees
taking part in the EYP's 56th
Internetional session wers
sebected] fromny more than 500
schoolgoers, Fresident
MeaAleese, whose sonJustin isa
former EYP delegate, =ald she
hoped to sea their nomes in
PRLTS b o,

“Oood people maka for good
polltics and the best people
make for the best pelities, The
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life of a politlclan i probadly
about as diffeull and steesaful
as a fife can e, But it is also very
rewarding to serve thie publie”
Ovganiser Andrew Bryme {31
also revenled the EYP ishanned
in Belars doe i its promotion
af demmocyatic valoes,

*Their nitinnal eo-ordinator
warks from London, For the
averags [Fish student to meet
someane like that brings aeross
o Tuchy we are to have ooy
damoesathe frecdoms,”

Call for State

honours list

IRELAND shoald hawe
inwvestilures at Aras an
Uachtarain undar & naa
honours system, Dulbdin TD
Finian MeGrath sabd yastor-
day.

Irish citizens currently
have to seek Goverament
approval if they want te
receive foreign honours,

Mr McGrath said the st
wrould honour those who
make a major contribution
to Irish society.

“1 weouild serloushy call an
the Tasiseach to bring in an
honours lisl. There is no
reason why the Taoiseach
and the Gavernment should
not intreducs an horours
list, or awards, for citivans
wha make & significant
contribution to Irish
sochoty” the independent

D told the Dall.
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